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h i s  memorandum IS xes nsc to lerrcss WIvBlJR.6721 and 91-RF-5984 regadlng the 
South Interceptor Dtch (S ns" ) xnanttnanoe and npau. We arc concaned thar Iwnowng 
ccrtutils ad other vegetanon along thc length of tha SID pnor to consultanon wth the t.1 S 
Esh and WJdtle SaVict (FWS) per the Fsh and Wildhfe Coardma~m Act (FWCA) and 
the Mqptory Bird Trcary Act W T A )  and wth the Colorado Division of WrMlife par the 
FWCA could lean DOE RFO open to habfincs under these statutes. Kn addsoon, a reccnt 
~prt subrmtted to DOE EO from EG&G Rocky Flats, Inc's NEPA DivtSion tnhtkd 
'Threatened and Endangad Specits Evaluabon. Roclry Flats Plan1 Sitt" indxares the 
presence of potential habitat fa thrcamed or cndangcred s p a s  and species of mncem to 
cht State of Coiorado. Several of these spccics, ulcludhg the Diluvium Lady's Tresses 
(Spmthes dduvra21~) which is psoposd for Iimng, could O C C L U ~  or near wetlands at the 
RFP. 

Knowing that the wetlands along the SID prom& potwdal habltat for several of these 
caddate, rhnartncd and endangmcd ~ I C S ,  DOE fiF0 will nced to conduct a biologcal 

y the prcscnce or absence of rhcsc spcaes. (Nore that ths biological study is 
s d  aSScssmcnt as defined by the Enclangend Spwm ALL) Tlrc design of thc 
biological srudy will need to be subrmttcd to the F W S  far rcvlcw and concumnce. Also, a 
biologm h m  the FWS urlll need to makc a site ~ s 1 1  IO obscrvt rhc hatntac and Spccics 
present along the SD. In adQuon to the spccles cumphmcc 1st  located in EGB.G's repon, 

endangatxi species Dcpaduig on their habitat locanons, the biolog~cal study WrIl need to 
address a subset of the specits containad on these two 1 ~ ~ s .  Adckhonal factors m p h g  
~ns1dcrarion ~n the flowering peslod of plants (e.g., late July to early October for the 
Dllumum Lady's T~essc~s) and the m e  period of usage by mobile p a e s  m c l u b g  buds, 
mammals and amphbians xelanve to the cimrng of the bidogml surv Varfylng the 

Act @SA). 

the w s  has pmduccd 8 list of addxaonal SPeQes mcludmg candidate, thnamcd and 

presence or absence of these spcclcs IS cnbcal for complyrng with the x dangand Specles 

Infamatian necessary far rht FWS and the colorado Ihwsion of Wddlrfc to perfom their 
consulraoons pcr che M8TA and FWCA mcludc a descnpQon of the rcsou~ct, defimhon of 
the lmpacr and alternatives fox driganng the tmpacts. Thls lnfarmabon w31 be rncludcd m a 
nparl to be submitted to rbc agencies After subrmsslon of the regart, the agencies will 
canduct a SI& vist  Upon Compltaon of the site wsat and review of the npon, they wrll 
render a wntten opiruon on the pposcd ppct 
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Thus, pnor to removmg catmls and other vegttaaon along the SID, it IS strongly 
mmed that aU aspects of complsance a n  ~omplctcd for the ESA, MBTA and FWCA 

For spcclftc lnfarmanon rrgardmg compfianct with these mimtes and the ksr of cand~datc, 
threatened and tndangcred s p e s ,  confact Bruce Thatcher of my staff at ext 3532 
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